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The meaning of the word primitive as it is used in interior dec-
orating today should be explained. In the words of a dictionary
primitive may mean "simple or crude, old-fashioned, characterized
by the style of early times." The word crude in this connection is
not used in a derogatory sense. It means merely "in a natural state,
unrefined, unpolished, unfinished; showing lack of skill in work-
manship." The words primitive and crude are used in describing
the quality of sincerity that is today prized in many forms of art,
from primitive sculpture to peasant wall painting.
Persons with highly trained taste often prefer articles of primi-
tive or peasant construction because such products usually have
satisfying realness, whereas the products of more highly organized
society are too often artificial. The contrast between the beauty
in the primitive textiles in museums and the lack of it in many of
the textiles for sale in the shops of today is surprising. The un-
sophisticated artist does not usually imitate nature in his work.
His feeling for suitable design is partly due to the fact that he
alone is responsible for the entire object on which he works.
Therefore he plans, makes, and decorates each article to suit the
material that he is using. But his good taste is as unstudied and
innate as his joy in his work.
The average home maker is not usually interested in a primitive
or natural effect in her own home except in a cabin or some other
rustic house. Some artists and other creative persons, however,
have found that the simplicity and realness of this type of furnish-
ing are expressive of their own ideas. They believe that the crea-
tive spirit does not thrive in luxurious surroundings or among so-
phisticated reproductions of other periods.
Modernism. The Modern home expresses the spirit of this
machine age. Le Corbusier's famous definition of a house as "a
machine for living in" indicates the importance of functionalism
in a Modern house. See page 119. Speed and directness are ex-
pressed by stripping off all non-essentials in design. For a com-
plete discussion of the twentieth-century style see Chapter 8.
The families that choose Modern furnishings are usually young,
courageous, experimental, impersonal, and logical. They are in-
terested in a style which is exnressive of their own dav.

